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Kristian Robinson, a.k.a. the maverick musician and producer Capitol K, provides another wonderful, culturally diverse opus with his fourth studio album, ‘Nomad Junk’. The album is a post-modern journey of playful and melodic pop juxtaposed with a global urban environment backdrop - as Tokyo, Taipei, Barcelona, London and Hong Kong all provide a heady brew of original found sound footage. Featuring a bounty of addictive hooks and melodies you can listen to or shake a leg at, Nomad Junk is an accomplished album from an artist with pedigree. Following his previous albums: ‘Sounds of the Empire’ (Planet Mu), ‘Island Row’ (XL) and, most recently, ‘Happy Happy’ (Faith & Industry), Capitol K’s mixture of lo-fi rock, electronica, Asian-pop, field samples and Arabian melodies produces a dramatic collage of East meets West with a global magpie’s eye.

A true citizen of the world; born in Malta and raised in various disparate locales - such as Dubai, Brunei, and England, Kristian Robinson channels his respect for, and experience with different musical traditions into the creation of a unique hybrid of lo-fi rock, electronica and pop, under the moniker of Capitol K. With everything from Chinese pop to the marching band music of the United Arab Emirates in his early musical vocabulary, the influence of punk, new wave, grunge and Japanese noisecore collide to create an interestingly new music. Eventually settling in London because of the creative climate and opportunities available to him for exploring his musical muse, Robinson was soon making four-track sound collages and passing tapes of his music around town, one of which fell into the hands of Mike Paradinas of Planet Mu. 

His studio experimentation gave birth to his debut album ‘Sounds of the Empire’, a largely electronic, critically-acclaimed album built upon a heady balance of samples and live sources that placed Capitol K at the forefront of the UK's electronic scene. The follow-up, 2002's Island Row, took inspiration from the musical conceptualisation of people and places from Robinson's past, as he sampled sounds from his childhood for another layer in his complex arrangements. Further still Capitol K’s single ‘Pillow’ became Radio 1’s single of the week, helping to cement this talented man’s pop credentials.

Kristian Robinson has also gained a reputation for being a captivating live performer, recreating the sprawl of his albums with a mix of live and sampled sources; performing internationally at various venues and festivals, including Sonar (Barcelona), Pompidou Centre (Paris), Autumn Tiger Festival (Taiwan) and the Institute of Contemporary Arts (London). The expansion of the live element into a four-piece band led to the third album 'Happy Happy', a blend of live band and electronic studio tracks - this time all concise and vocal arrangements – an off-the-wall pop album released worldwide through Kristian's own independent label 'Faith & Industry'. Indeed the label's previous releases include Patrick Wolf's 'Lycanthropy', which has a sound that owes a great deal to the years spent inside the Capitol K studio.

Capitol K continues to live, work, produce and collaborate in East London and he also currently plays guitars and laptop in a 5 piece band with Brazilian singer Cibelle (Crammed Discs), recently performing at the Montreaux Jazz Festival. However now it’s time for this musical traveller to take us on another solo journey through the realms of his globally inspired ‘Nomad Junk’.

Nomad Junk: Track by Track by Kristian Robinson

1. Jamboree

Named after it’s creation as a studio Jam, later chopped up and added to, using recordings of the street festa of Saint Lawrence in the town of Victoriosa (Malta). In the year 258 the emperor of Rome murdered the Pope then arrested Lawrence and ordered him to bring all the treasures of Rome to the Emperor's palace within 3 days. Instead of gold & silver he took to the palace all the poor people of Rome as the treasures of the Church. This serious insult resulted in Lawrence being chained to a grill and burnt alive.

2. Hong Kong

On a 24 hour stop over in Hong Kong I picked up a pile of old records in a junk shop and collaged them together to make this tune, adding in my own environmental sounds and clips from SAR's information commercials. During the SARs epidemic the authorities commissioned numerous morale boosting commercials that were shown on TV and cinemas at the time.

3. Kowloon

Environmental sound of cheap plastic toys on Kowloon street market stalls

4. Can’t lie Down

This track is about breaking down barriers and not conforming. It includes sounds from a festival in Tokyo where rival performance groups of theatre drums and flute are pushed down the street on huge floats. When their paths cross they duel and the 2 rhythms meet in an ancient form of a face-off. The first troop to loose concentration and miss a beat loses the duel and must retreat!

5. Taipei

15 years ago Taiwan was a police state; then culture U.S.A made its mark. Now it has a thriving democracy with a strong underground scene for music, art and literature. Taiwan is not recognized as an independent country by the rest of the world, China calls it a renegade province and has over 600 ballistic missiles pointed at it and has threatened to take Taiwan back by force if it dare to declare Independence.
6. Cosmopolis

Recordings from the back of a moped speeding through Taipei merge with synth breaks and guitar. This is my idea of a theme tune / anthem to an imagined metropolis.

7. Pan Continental 

Takes a recording from a live performance in Tokyo, then sonically travels around the globe dipping in to Europe / feed back / plastic toy melodies and speed.

8. The Slow Ones

A collaboration with London short fiction writer Amy Prior. The text in this track is part of a story taken from a new fiction collection 'Lost On Purpose' (Seal / Avalon Press). It's a portrait of the fast track to love in London, via internet voyeurism in the slow post college years. A short film has also been made to accompany this track by London artists Pil and Galia Kollectiv http://www.Kollectiv.co.uk/
9.  Tokyo Sandstorm

Granular synthesis is a process where you take a sound apart grain by grain, in this case the guitar. The track moves at break neck speed from electronica, through kraut rock to hypnotic repetition, finally dissolving over Buddhist temple drums into a loop on the alyussi (a type of Chinese mini bagpipe) that sets one drone note against a scale.

10. House Of Representatives

I spent the summer of 2004 playing the Oud (the Arabic Lute) and made several attempts to fuse Arabic scales and melodies into my music. This is the track that survived.  ‘House of Representative and the leader of the revolution’ takes its title from the Libyan Radio news clips I recorded. Other sounds include metal workshops recorded in Marrakech, Chinese temple chants and snippets of classical Indian singers.

11. Barcelona 

Inspired after a visit to Barcelona the melody expands on piped music recorded in the underground, the tracks lead melody is played by flautist Adam Stringer who also played drums on a number of the album's tracks. Some one who heard this track said “it's like a big long 'ahhhhhhhhhhh'.
12. Proto-Guitar

Built around an improvisation with my laptop guitar sampler, the environmental sound taking the album full circle to where we started - on the roof of my home village in Malta at the start of the festa of Maria Bambina.
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